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failed to capture Vimy Ridge, and though they carried the first and second lines of German trenches in Champagne, they were checked by German reserves and failed to break through.
Italy and Bulgaria
The one gleam of light in the whole year was the entry of Italy into the war on the side of the Allies, which took place on May 23. Her declaration of war was against Austria, and not against Germany, and it was hoped that by concentrating against Austria, the weaker partner in the opposing Alliance, Italy would succeed in driving her out of the war* But the mountain barriers between the two countries made operations extremely difficult, and when General ctnick eastwards towards Trieste and attacked the the Tsonso, he found himself held up by the onents had constructed to defend the the Julian Alps and Trieste, and on aere, trench warfare set in. secession of Bulgaria had to be set oly. Diplomacy was much blamed e beginning it was extremely difficult is even to think of fighting on the ,.™ —,.^~, v^hom they held chiefly responsible lumiliation in the Balkan War; and with Russia Serbia obstinately refusing to make the concessions ~™,,«J~J —4 Germany apparently winning all Al1:ed diplomacy had a very poor ~f Bulgaria, who was a realist, "Ten if the Allies promised ly to be in a position to ended—a prognostication excuse in October, 1915. ulgaria greatly complicated tost immediately to a joint rians and Bulgarians, who srbian army to take refuge e, after grievous sufferings lly extricated and broughtion of places and priorities.
